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Christ-centered •

BIBLE-BASED
Campbell University Divinity School is
the only organization I know with a sixword mission statement: Christ-centered,
Bible-based, ministry-focused. As we
discussed in the last issue of CAMPBELL
DIVINITY, this mission statement,
known and embraced by every member
of the Divinity School family, defines
and describes the distinctive identity of
our school. In this issue, we continue our
focus on the mission statement with a
look at our “middle name,” Bible-based.
For me, and for our school, Bible-based
is not simply a catchy slogan; it is a
passionate commitment. This is how I
introduce my understanding of what that
means to each class I teach: “I have a very
high view of the authority of the Bible,” I
say, “and a very low view of the authority
of someone who wants to tell me what the
Bible says.”
Far too often, people want to define
belief in or commitment to the Bible
on the basis of a checklist. Only if
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someone agrees with a certain list of
interpretations while rejecting others are
they counted as really believing in the
Bible. The only problem is, this is not
really a commitment to the Bible; it is a
commitment to what someone or some
group has said about the Bible.
If we are really committed to the Bible,
then we must be committed to reading
it—and wrestling with it—for ourselves.
We must be committed to reading and
wrestling with all of what the Bible says,
not just what is said in the passages that
we find comfortable and familiar. And
perhaps just as important, we need to be
very careful to recognize what the Bible
doesn’t say. We must be committed to
distinguishing between what the Bible
actually says, and what we have added
in as interpretation and application and
explanation. (Hint: the former is inspired;
the latter, however good and right it may
be, isn’t!)

Irma Duke Retires

If we are really committed to the Bible,
then we must be committed to immersing
ourselves in it. This is not simply a matter
of memorizing scripture (though that is a
good thing), nor is it a matter of knowing
everything we can about the Bible (also
a good thing). It is a matter of letting
scripture become the lens through which
we see the world. It is a matter of allowing
scripture to become the structure we use
to think through the issues we face. It is a
matter of living in constant dialogue with
scripture, not insisting or expecting to
know all the answers, but ready always to
be challenged and changed by the living
breath of God.
Christ-centered, Bible-based, and
ministry-focused: this is who we are; this
is who we are determined to be.
Grace and peace,

Andy Wakefield
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Irma Duke, Director of Church Relations and Advancement at Campbell University Divinity School since

July 2000, will retire on October 31, 2014.
Irma is a native of Martinsville, VA and a graduate of Florida Southern College where she received a
Bachelor of Arts in Journalism. She is also a graduate of Campbell University Divinity School where she
received a Master of Arts in Christian Education in May 2002.
Before joining the staff of Campbell Divinity School, Irma served at the International Mission Board for the
Southern Baptist Convention where she most recently held the position of Associate Vice President
for Communications.
From 1994 to 2000 she was the Executive Director and Treasurer of the Woman’s Missionary Union for the
Baptist State Convention of North Carolina.
Irma’s plans after retirement include spending time with her husband, children, and grandchild, and
dedicating more time to Baptist Fellowship of Angier, where she is currently a member.
Irma’s dedication and sweet spirit is evident to everyone she meets. May this next chapter in her life be filled
with happiness and blessings.

Snellings Hears God’s Call
to Spread God’s Word
In fulfilling his commitment to the
sharing of the gospel, he created two
funds at Campbell University Divinity
School, one to fund the Chair of
Christian Evangelism and Missions,
and one to help support students and
ministries of the school.

I

n 1979, Ben Snellings had a terrible
burn accident and through the healing
process determined that he was going to
do all that he could to “spread the word”
about Jesus Christ, the savior that he
chose to follow as a 14-year-old. He did
that throughout the remaining 35 years of
his life and is doing it through his death.
After a swarm of yellow jackets attacked
his wife Geri, Ben set the nest on fire.
When he doused it a second time, the
vapors around the gas can turned to
flames. He was severely burned on his
face and hands. Doctors predicted that
he would have to have multiple plastic
surgeries and skin grafts. He did not
have any and there were no scars. The
doctor told him that he was “cured in a
miraculous way.”

As an expression of his faith, Ben valued
honesty, hard work, learning, family
and friendship. He often shared about
the time he went to Florida with $270
in his pocket to “the land of beginning
again” and looked for a job. He got down
to $25 before he landed one with a real
estate development company, selling lots
in a newly acquired 92,000-acre cattle
ranch in Punta Gorda. That sowed the
seed for a 57-year career in real estate
development. During that time, he
met and married Geraldine Hubert,
the daughter of a Baptist minister in
Kissimmee, FL.
For a time, they lived in Palm Beach, FL,
where he felt “out of his element.” He
said that they were living in such a lavish
situation that they “were losing touch
with real people and they decided to leave

paradise” and come to Raleigh, NC.
One of Ben’s favorite pictures, showing
Ben in his Hawaiian-style shirt, reveals
the fun-loving, romantic side of the once
robust man. “Life is wonderful . . . full
of wonder,” Ben used to say often. “That
would be definitive of Ben,” adds Dr.
Coffey. “He was a wonderful man full of
wonder, intelligence, wit, compassion,
thoughtfulness, generosity, faith, hope
and love.”
Ben Snellings was a man who read his
newspaper religiously. He read it with a
dictionary and a globe nearby, stopping
fastidiously to learn the meaning of
the unknown words, no matter what
discipline, and find the faraway place,
no matter how obscure. His education
was far beyond his years at Wittenburg
University, Springfield, Ohio, where he
received a bachelor’s degree in American
History and Government.
A native of Fredericksburg, VA, he lived
there and in Sarasota, Punta Gorda,
and Palm Beach, FL, as well as British
Honduras (now Belize) before settling in
Raleigh in 1978.

“Over 100 handwritten messages were
sent to Geri, almost all of them having
one theme--we are praying for Ben,”
he explained.
He believed in Christ and like Abraham,
he understood that he had been blessed to
be a blessing to others. At his memorial
service this spring, friends of all ages and
ethnicities spoke of the beautiful ways he
had impacted their lives, including but
not limited to helping them get back on
their feet financially.
“Ben felt that man’s greatest need was
a Savior,” says Dr. Jack Coffey, retired
pastor of New Hope Baptist Church,
Raleigh, and one of Ben’s closest friends.
“That led him, with Geri, to make
the commitment that any financial
resources left at their deaths would go for
evangelism.”

REAVIS MINISTRY LECTURES
Dr. Amy Oden, Professor of Church History and Spirituality at St. Paul School of Theology,
recently enlightened students, faculty, staff, and guests about hospitality as a spiritual practice in
ancient Christianity and contemporary ministry.

MUSIC STUDENTS SING
AT NATIONAL CATHEDRAL
Campbell Divinity students were among a variety of
guests who sang at services at the National Cathedral
during the Labor Day Weekend. From left to right back
row, they are Kyle Johnston, Andrew Finkler, Abdue
Knox, Carter Binge, Marvin Ownley, Jonathan Lazenby
(graduate) and Johnson Ramsaur; front row, Betsy
Newsome, Lisa Orr, April Brown, Lacey Davis and
Duncan Chair of Church Music, Dr. Larry Dickens.

CUDS STUDENTS READ FROM
THE GREEK NEW TESTAMENT
In a class led by Dr. Alicia Myers (left), Assistant Professor of
New Testament and Greek, these students study the Gospel of
John from the Greek New Testament: (from left to right) Lane
Bass, Amber Mitchell and Susan Morin.

GIVE A CHRISTMAS GIFT
TO CAMPBELL DIVINITY SCHOOL
This Christmas, give a gift to Campbell University Divinity School in honor or memory
of a loved one to help us continue to provide Christ-Centered, Bible-Based and MinistryFocused theological education. Please cut out this coupon and mail it, along with your
contribution, to Campbell University Divinity School, P.O. Drawer 4050, Buies Creek,
NC 27506. Please give us the names and addresses of the honorees if you would like for
us to notify them of your gift. If you prefer, you may give online by going to
divinity.campbell.edu/give online.
_____ Direct Aid for Students

_____ Chair of Homiletics

_____ Bible Land Study Tour
Student Supplement

_____ Scholarships for
Part-Time Students

_____ Internship Endowment
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BETSY NEWSOME
READS SCRIPTURE
During the Oasis Church Music Conference
2014, Campbell Divinity Student Betsy
Newsome reads scripture for a morning
worship service.
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If you have designated some part of your will to the Divinity School, please let us know.
You are eligible to join the Wiggins Society. For further information about ways you
can help, please contact Dr. Andy Wakefield, Dean, at 1-800-334-4111, ext. 1602 or
wakefield@campbell.edu.

Upcoming Events - Mark your Calendars!
November 7

Doctor of Ministry Open House

Beginning at 9 a.m. and ending with lunch. Meet faculty,
learn about the programs and hear about financial aid.
Contact: Divinity Office of Admissions at 910-893-1830
or ahjohnson@campbell.edu. Financial aid now available.

November 8

Visit A Buddhist Temple

Visit a Buddhist Temple with Dr. George Braswell! You
will have the opportunity to meet the nuns from Taiwan,
learn about the temple programs, enjoy a Chinese meal,
and participate in a traditional tea ceremony. Cost is $15.
Contact: World Religions and Global Cultures Center of
Campbell University Divinity School at 1-800-760-9827
ext. 1506, or worldreligionscenter@campbell.edu.

November 10

Prevatte Biblical Lectures

Dr. William H. Bellinger, Jr., Chair of the Department
of Religion, W. Marshall and Lulie Craig Chairholder in
Bible, and Professor of Religion, Baylor University
TOPIC: A Stew of Biblical Proportions: The Book of Psalms.
Butler Chapel, 10 a.m. and 1:30 p.m. Contact: Joyce
Mashtare at 1-800-334-4111, ext. 1849 or mashtare@
campbell.edu

November 25

Master of Divinity, Master of Arts in Christian Ministry
Visitation Day Visit a class, meet faculty, and learn about
financial aid. Contact: Divinity Office of Admissions at 910893-1830 or ahjohnson@campbell.edu.

February 3

Religion Department Staley Lectures

The Reverend John M. Buchanan, Editor-in-Chief, The
Christian Century. Butler Chapel, 7 p.m. Contact: Mikaela
Priddy at 1-800-334-4111, ext. 1675 or priddym@
campbell.edu

Master of Divinity, Master of Arts in Christian
Ministry Visitation Day

Visit a class, meet faculty, and learn about financial aid.
Contact: Divinity Office of Admissions at 910-893-1830
or ahjohnson@campbell.edu.

February 7

Segue: Celebrating Youth Choir Ministry
in Transition

Segue is a one day, high energy event for youth choirs
who are transitioning to the next level of ministry.
The event is sponsored by Snyder Memorial Baptist
Church and Campbell University Divinity School.
Contacts: Larry Dickens, dickensl@campbell.edu.
To register, contact Sara Barefoot, Snyder Memorial
Baptist Church, at sarab@snydermbc.com.

March 16-17

Cammack Preaching Lectures

Dr. Dan Day, Pastor Emeritus, First Baptist Church,
Raleigh; Associate Professor of Preaching, retired,
Campbell University Divinity School. March 16 at
7 p.m. and March 17 at 10:40 a.m. and 1:45 p.m.
Contact: Joyce Mashtare at mashtare@campbell.edu
or 1-800-334-4111, ext. 1849
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March 31

Master of Divinity, Master of Arts in
Christian Ministry Visitation Day

Visit a class, meet faculty, and learn about financial
aid.
Contact: Divinity Office of Admissions at 910-8931830 or ahjohnson@campbell.edu.

April 10

Doctor of Ministry Open House

Beginning at 9 a.m. and ending with lunch. Meet
faculty, learn about the programs and hear about
financial aid. Contact: Divinity Office of Admissions
at 910-893-1830 or ahjohnson@campbell.edu.

July 13-15

Oasis: Renew for the Journey Church
Music Conference

Featuring Pepper Choplin, Randy Edwards, Luke
Powery, Segue 2014 Youth Choir, and the Campbell
Divinity Festival Choir on a “Journey Through the
Lord’s Prayer.” Contact: Amber Mitchell at 1-800334-4111, ext. 1962 or anwilkins1216@email.
campbell.edu.

ANSWER the call

It’s worth a life.

1-800-760-9827
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